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Course Description: 
The AP Studio Art Drawing course is an intensive one-year program intended for highly 
motivated students who are seriously interested in the study of art. AP course requirements are 
significantly more rigorous and students are expected commit the extra time necessary for the 
demands of the curriculum. It is recommended for the AP student to have previous training in 
art or be able to demonstrate through a portfolio an ability to create fine art. This course is the 
infusion of new ideas and is constructed around meaning and an enduring idea. Students will be 
enabled to develop mastery (i.e., "quality") in concept, composition, and execution of drawing. 
 
Supplies (Bring all supplies to class everyday – due by September 4): 

 A range of drawing pencils from 4H to 4B and ebony  

 Erasers: white, gum and kneaded 

 Sketchbook, 9”x12” 

 A USB flash drive or cloud storage 

 2 drawing fine-tip pens, like a sharpie pen (not markers) 

 Folder/notebook (with clips or rings) 

 Additional supplies will be needed depending on individual choices.  Many supplies will 
be available in class, but you are expected to have necessary supplies to work on your 
own. 

 
Expectations: 
Regardless of your area of concentration, the AP portfolio should show a variety of art skills. The 
majority of your portfolio should reflect an area of interest or media preference but drawings, 
paintings, printmaking, mixed media, and sketches should be explored. Making art is an ongoing 
process that involves informed and critical decision-making. As an AP Studio Art student, you are 
expected to: 

 Commit to working on projects during and outside of class.  Expect to spend up to three 
hours per week on work outside of class. 

 Sketchbook and journal work will be maintained throughout the year; they are to be 
carried and used on a daily basis. 

 Work consistently without prompting. 

 Use appropriate language during critiques. 

 Meet deadlines. 

 Participate in extra‐curricular art‐related activities. 

 Participate in art‐related community service including school mural projects and the 
District art show. 

 Enter the VASE (Visual Arts Scholastic Event) competition. 

 Maintain a grade of 80 or higher. 
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 All assignments must be turned in on time and complete (penalties for late work will be 
according to the school policy). This is a college‐level class and, in most cases, professors 
will not accept late work. 

 Final exam / submission of portfolio is required to receive credit for this course. 
 

Any work that makes use of photographs, published images, and/or other artists’ works must 
show substantial and significant development beyond duplication.  Considerable changes 
should be made reflecting ideas and concepts that are unique to the artist’s voice and not of 
the original source image.  It is unethical, constitutes plagiarism, and often violates copyright 
law to simply copy an image (even in another medium) that was made by someone else. 
 
 
The portfolio submitted at the time of the exam will consist of the following: 

 Section I: Quality - 5 works that develop your mastery of Medium (maximum 
size: 18x24) 

 Section II: Concentration – 12 Works describing an in‐depth exploration of a 
particular drawing concern. (These will be scanned or digitally photographed.) 

 Section III: Breadth - A variety of 12 works demonstrating your understanding of 
your artistic techniques and or styles. (These will also be scanned or digitally 
photographed). 

 
Portfolios will be reviewed quarterly; portfolio assessments will be conducted at the end of each 
semester. This provides an opportunity for reflection and is an exercise in critical thinking and 
judgment. 
 

 
Course Assessment: 
Assessment is based on standards, inclusion, innovation, coordination, empowerment and 
enthusiasm for art. The outcome is whether the student has experienced an active learning 
environment, the development of higher‐order thinking and communication skills, and the 
ability to learn both as an individual and in a collaborative setting.  AP portfolio evaluation is 
based upon the following criteria (Based upon 2007 College Board Scoring Criteria): 

 Consistent, high quality work, showing mastery of skills and techniques 

 Creative application of principals of design 

 Accomplished use of elements of art 

 Well informed use of composition 

 Evidence of creative thinking 

 Innovative use of materials to create art 

 Clear and concise use of materials demonstrated in technique 

 Evidence of experimentation and risk taking 

 Clear indication of originality of idea and production of art 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Instructional Goals: 

 Encourage creative as well as systematic investigations of formal and conceptual ideas. 

 Emphasize making art as an ongoing process that involves the student in informed and 
critical decision‐making. 

 Develop technical skills and familiarize students with the functions of visual elements. 

 Encourage students to become independent thinkers who will contribute inventively 
and creatively to their culture through the making of art. 
 

Grading 
Projects: 70% 
Sketchbook (homework): 15% 
Daily Work, Studio Participation, Critiques: 15% 
 
Project grades are based on the following criteria: 

 Craftsmanship 

 Composition 

 Concept 

 Catch the Viewer’s Eye 
 
Daily Work grades include, but are not limited to, practice, planning, critiques, and quizes. 
 
Sketchbook grades cover the creation and maintenance of a catalog of ideas, brainstorming and 
weekly drawing assignments.  Written critiques and reflections will also be included. 
 
Studio Participation grades cover utilizing class time on assignments, proper use and care of 
materials, cleaning-up appropriately and participation in class critiques/discussions. 
 
Late Work: Projects not completed by the deadline will be penalized 20 points and must be 
turned in before the end of the current IPR grading cycle.  
 
Make-Up Work: Work missed due to absences must be turned in within 5 school days upon 
return to school.  After 5 school days, the late work policy will be in effect (see above). 
 
Student work identification:  Students must legibly print their first and last name as well as their 
class period on the back of all work.  Work that is not easily identifiable will not be graded. 
 
Academic integrity:  Drawing on, writing on, destroying, taking, or claiming as your own, another 
student's assignment will result in parent notification, administrative referral and a zero for the 
assignment. Cheating or copying another student's work will result in parent notification and a 
zero for the assignment.  Students may not use copyrighted photographs or images as sources 
for their own work. 
 
The grading of all work will be determined by the student’s understanding of the received 
instruction on working with concepts, images, themes or ideas.  All work will be expected to be 
of high-quality, demonstrating mastery of concepts, skills and techniques in their execution.  
Students work will reflect college-level mastery. 
 



Critiques: 
Students are expected to participate in regular individual and group critiques in which they will 
be expected to give reason for or against compositional and conceptual decisions made by 
themselves and their fellow classmates. Individual critiques are to be administered at a teacher 
instigated and a student to student level. Students are expected to aid each other with the 
development of their compositions. 
 
Keeping Track 
Students are required to complete a minimum of 10 works in class and the remainder for the 
portfolio at home, in workshops or in other classes. Students may choose to include work in 
their portfolios from previous studio or design classes with teacher input.  
 
Students will be expected to photograph or scan their artwork as it is completed.  This includes 
sketchbook drawings. 
 
Suggested Fall Weekly Sketchbook Assignments: 

 Make a drawing people or a person from an unusual perspective such as above or 
behind. Consider the use of reflective material to capture the image 

 Draw a head & shoulders portrait of a classmate using a variation of line (someone in 
this class). 

 Using dark color paper, make a drawing of a plant using a light tone drawing tool such as 
conte crayon. 

 Draw a diagonal line on a square of color paper and break up the space into several 
areas using symmetrical balance. 

 Place a human figure in a tight environment such as a car, closet or small space and 
render so that the closeness of space is represented in the drawing. 

 Make a rendering of the exterior of an interesting building. 

 Illustrate a song and incorporate parts of the lyrics into your illustration 

 Construct a color portrait (head & shoulders only) using a color harmony. 

 Study artist renderings of trees and make a drawing of trees in an interesting formation 

 Illustrate a group of people and design the graphic for a promotional advertisement for 
a musical group. Decide how text and graphic will be combined together in the 
composition 

 Get very close to an object and create a drawing that verges on abstraction (i.e. create a 
drawing of a row of buttons and buttonholes). 

 Make a drawing of a long vista of space (long hallway, long road, railroad tracks) and 
change the canvas shape to accent the drawing. 

 Create a composition using shoes and/or boots. Try to capture the lifestyles represented 
by those shoes and the person who wore them. 

 Draw continuous line contour drawings of your feet or feet and then develop with a 
combination of wet and dry media. 

 Drawing of a bottle or a glass full of water, include what can be seen through it. (use a 
wet and then dry media) 

 Assign human emotions to an object and then make an expressive drawing. 
 
 
 



Concentration second semester 
Students work on the Concentration section of the AP portfolio: works describing an in-depth 
exploration of a particular drawing concern/ digital interest or photographic area of interest. 
 
Purpose: The concentration is a highly independent activity. Ideas for concentrations are 
developed during the first semester through unit projects, sketchbook assignments, and the 
weekly assignments. The concentration grows out of a coherent plan of action or investigation. 
Emphasis is placed on selecting an idea that the student can develop and explore over the 
second semester until the time of the AP Portfolio exam in May. Students must complete a body 
of work that shows the evolution and growth of an idea. All student portfolios must 
demonstrate a personal level of excellence as well as a connection to the language of the arts, 
historical precedents, and the visual/cultural context. Research of artists and art movements is 
required and is used as a foundation for the student’s area of concentration. 
 
Relevance for each student is based on: 

 individual style such as abstract, observational, inventive or surreal; 

 technique; 

 media of choice including drawing, painting, printmaking and mixed media. 
 
Spring Weekly Assignments: 
Weekly assignments continue to assist in the build-up of the Breadth and Quality sections of the 
AP Studio Art: Drawing Portfolio. Assignments also fulfill the course requirements until the end 
of the semester. 

 Create a triptych that illustrates three phases of an event. Consider things such as the 
process of showing the process of breaking apart of a walnut in three stages; whole 
partially eaten and eaten. 

 Drawing on a grid showing both distorted and realistically rendered. 

 Drawing of dreams of fantasies‐realistic or abstract. 

 Cubistic work of student’s choice (see Picasso and Braque) 

 Mixed media drawing/collage, graphite pencils and assorted collage materials‐abstract. 

 Fauvist architectural drawing in paint, markers or colored pencil focusing on color 
harmonies and schemes. 

 Other topics decided upon by the student and teacher. 
 

Preparation for the Portfolio Exam in May: 
AP registration for exams takes place in March. After the portfolio arrives in the school in April, 
an inventory of the required artwork for the AP Studio Art portfolio is taken at this time. As 
students complete the work, photographs are taken and kept on a flash drive. A rough draft of 
the “Statement of Intent for Individual AP Concentration Exploration” is written. Students list 
and describe the works they have completed for the concentration. Five works for the Quality 
section are selected, matted or mounted. Since the artwork is submitted anonymously, names 
should not appear on the artwork. 


